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288 Geographical Record. 

Excavation of Herculaneum. — The London Times announces 
that the complete excavation of Herculaneum is to be undertaken. 
It is proposed that this vast work be carried out by the co-opera- 
tion of Italy with all civilized countries, and that there be a central 
managing committee at Rome, with national committees elsewhere. 
Since the first excavations of the theatre to a depth of 27 metres, in 
1738, only five small and tentative excavations have been made. 
No excavations on a large or comprehensive scale have ever been 
attempted, because the town of Resina was built over the site of 
the buried city, and there seemed, also, to be great natural difficul- 
ties in the way. These difficulties are said now to be overcome. 

Gold Production in 1903. — The Mining and Engineering Review 
says that the world's production of gold in 1903 was $327,049,750, 
or about $67,000,000 more than in 1901, and $28,000,000 more 
than in 1902. The countries contributing most largely were the 
United States, $74,425,340; Canada, $19,000,000; Mexico, $12,- 
550,000; Russia, $24,000,000; Transvaal, $61,527,231; and Aus- 
tralasia, $88,170,909. 



M. FROIDEVAUX'S PARIS LETTER. 

Paris, March 31, 1904. 

The success of Capt. Lenfant's exploration makes it proper to 
sketch the part taken by the Comite de I'Afrique Frangaise in aid- 
ing the development of Africa. The association was formed in 
1890, at a time when the public interest in the work of our officers 
and explorers in Western Africa and the Congo was hardly more 
than platonic, though already, at the close of the year 1889, private 
enterprise had organized the expedition of the ill-fated Paul 
Crampel and that of Lieut. Mizon, on the Niger. The supporters 
of these undertakings founded in October, 1890, the Committee of 
French Africa, for the purpose of developing the influence and the 
commerce of France in Central, Western, and Northern Africa. 
There is no mention made of scientific aims; none the less the 
Committee has accomplished in the fourteen years of its existence 
a truly scientific work. 

The task before it was to unite at Lake Chad Algeria, the French 
Sudan, and the French Congo, and to perform this it was necessary 
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to outdo the activity of the German and English explorers bent on 
reaching the same goal. 

Paul Crampel was assassinated at El Kuti in May, 1891, by the 
Senussi. His work was taken up by Dybowski, who avenged his 
predecessor's death, and pushed farther to the north, and by 
Casimir Maistre, who, from the French Congo, penetrated to 
Bagirmi, and from there to the River Benue, which he descended 
to the Niger, marking off in this way the regions of the Shari and 
the Chad, as well as the Central Sudan, which had just been crossed 
by Colonel Monteil. A little later the Committee lent its support 
to a new expedition under Lieut. Mizon, who, starting from the 
Niger, ascended the Benue, and met on the banks of the Sanga 
Savorgnan de Brazza, who had made his way from the Congo. 

The result of these journeys was the Convention of 1894, which 
limited the advance of the Germans towards the east, and regulated 
their access to the southwestern shore of Lake Chad, while it 
secured the extension of the French Congo to the Lake. 

The efforts of the English and the Germans to prolong towards 
the bend of the Niger their establishments on the Guinea Coast 
were successfully opposed by a series of expeditions which con- 
solidated the hinterland of the Sudan, Guinea, the Ivory Coast, and 
Dahomey. 

The Franco-German Convention of 1897, and the Anglo-French 
Convention of 1898 once signed, the Committee turned its atten- 
tion again to the Chad, where three expeditions, sent out from 
different directions, finally met in April, 1900, and completed the 
great plan conceived by Paul Crampel. 

The Committee of French Africa is fairly entitled to claim as its 
own an important part of the work done in constituting the present 
French African empire. 

An interesting address on Borgu, in Upper Dahomey, was lately 
made before the Societe de Geographie by M. Georges Brousseau. 
Charged with the administration of Borgu in 1901-1903, M. Brous- 
seau found opportunity to map the country and to form a mineral 
collection,, now under examination in the laboratories of the Sor- 
bonne. The great table-land of Borgu, of more than 16,000 square 
miles, is described as a region of varying capabilities; the soil is 
really fertile in the depressions, while the upper surface, which is 
covered with micacious gneiss, is poor. It j is admirably supplied 
with water by the streams flowing directly to the Gulf of Guinea, 
or by the affluents of the Niger. The climate is not unfavourable 
to the European, and there is a marked difference in the landscape 
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with the change of the seasons. The population is about 60,000 — 
Baribas, Dendis, Peulhs, Nagots — Mussulmans or fetishists, all, 
except the nomad Peulhs, cultivators of the soil. With increased 
facilities of communication Borgu cannot fail to become rich. The 
same may be said of the country between 10° and 12° N. Lat., and 
2 20' and 4 20' E. Long., the land of the Cafiris, of whom Lieut. 
Brot gave an account to the Societe. These people are industrious 
tillers of the soil and great hunters, but they go without clothes. 

The Asiatic journey of Capt. Anginieur from Ferghana to Kash- 
mir through the Takla-Makan Desert and the Karakoram was made 
in company with the American explorer, Mr. Crosby, who took 
notes of their route. From Yarkand to Khotan the travellers fol- 
lowed the itinerary of the unfortunate Dutreuil de Rhins in the 
western Takla-Makan. They identified the source of the Karakash 
River, and discovered, at the cost of great sufferings and at the 
peril of their lives, a road across the Aksai-Chin Desert. 

The Ubangi-Shari mission, directed by M. Chevalier, has re- 
turned successful from its three years and a half in Central Africa, 
where, besides making very complete collections, it established at 
Krebedj6, on the Tomi River, a thoroughly-organized garden. The 
watershed of the Ubangi, the Shari, and the Nile was found on 
the borders of Darfur; the Mamun marsh was explored, the lake 
Iro, with its lake-dwellers, and the bed of the dry lake Dekakire. 
North of the 12th parallel there was no vegetation but the thorny 
mimosas. Kanem is no more than a steppe, undergoing progressive 
desiccation, like the country surrounding the Chad. The observa- 
tions of this mission confirm those of preceding explorers, and it 
may be regarded as settled that of all the regions visited none 
presents a real economical interest but the portion of the Shari 
basin which has Palem-Gundi for its capital, and the shores and 
islands of the Chad. 

In Asia M. Bons d'Anty, Consul of France at Chengtu-Fu, 
capital of Siichwan, besides a journey by water to Kia-Ting, under- 
took and completed an exploration along the massif of the Liang- 
shan mountains, inhabited by the independent Lolos. M. Bons 
d'Anty is convinced that the dominant element in this population 
is identical with the aborigines of Yunnan. This identity suggests 
to him that we have here, perhaps, the key to the ethnological 
problem of Indo-China. 

If the number of new publications is not great, several of them 
are of real value. 

Dobrogea, the title of a work on the Dobrudja by M. Gre'goire 
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Danesco, is a study of the physical geography and the ethnography 
of a region too little known. Two chapters are devoted to the 
bibliography and the cartography of the subject, and there are ten 
interesting maps. 

M. Foureau had just brought out the first Part of the .Scientific 
Documents of the Saharan Mission, which crossed the Great Desert 
from Algeria to the Congo by way of Lake Chad. This first part 
contains the astronomical and the meteorological observations. 
The three daily readings of the thermometer and the barometer 
were of the greatest service in the determination of altitudes, and 
the table printed in this publication (p. 157) furnishes the first pre- 
cise indications of the relief in that part of the Central Sahara 
crossed by the Foureau-Lamy expedition. The same may be said 
with regard to the temperature. 

There will be several parts of these scientific documents and 
an Atlas of the maps on a scale of 1:400,000. The work will be 
finished at the end of the year. 

For the more western Sahara are to be noted in the Bulletin du 
Comit6 de l'Afrique Frangaise the meteorological observations of 
Lieuts. Guillo-Lohan and Pichon in the Tuareg country, and the 
work of Lieut. Besset and M. Flamand on the geology of the dis- 
trict between In Salah and Amguid. 

The Ministry of the Colonies has published maps of Western 
Africa: one in six sheets covering the whole region, on a scale of 
1 :a, 000, 000, and embodying the latest information; another in four 
sheets of the mining districts of the Ivory Coast, on a scale of 
1:250,000. In this map the configuration of the lagoons is almost 
entirely changed from that of previous maps. 

The same Ministry has published a map of Mayotte and the 
Comoro Islands on a scale of 1 :2oo,ooo. 

M. E. F. Gautier calls attention to an interesting fact in physical 
geography in Madagascar: the capture of the Mahajamba by the 
Kamory, a little affluent of the Betsiboka. 

Henri Froidevaux. 



